BOOK REVIEWS flow-directed catheters), as anaesthetic and operative techniques required more accurate and more immediate data.
Increased patient morbidity from those invasive techniques prompted ways of obtaining reliable and real-time data from noninvasive methods. Advances in materials, technology and computers have enabled anaesthetists, technologists and medical instrument firms to make a new generation of noninvasive monitoring equipment.
Hence this book. There are four sections: 1) Blood pressure measurement (80 pages). 2) Electrocardiography (70 pages). 3) Respiratory gases (100 pages). 4) The final section (40 pages) discussions why anaesthetists may decline to monitor patients, the human element, and equipment problems.
Each section has four chapters, each by a di fferent author, and each chapter has a list of references.
The text varies in pace, sometimes discursive and at other times drooling with mathematical derivation of formulae.
Anaesthetists will be interested mostly in the first two sections.
Several models of fully automatic oscillometric devices are now commercially available in this country; the first section describes their theory, design and correct use, with a discussion on their data output reliability.
Electrocardiography is discussed in great detail from a data acquisition view-point; this includes a chapter on compressed display and automated arrhythmia detection.
The third section, on cutaneous tissue and respiratory gas measurement, requires equipment that at present is expensive and therefore not readily available. But the information is still interesting to read, being frontier development that may become simpler in design and therefore cheaper and yet more reliable.
You must read this book, whatever your monitoring requirements may be.
A Some sections of the publication have been well written and illustrated, while other sections appear to have been taken directly from lecture notes and illustrated by inappropriate tables and diagrams which, presumably, were derived from the authors slides.
The reader is also left with the impression that this has been a "rush job". In many places the translation is not good and the exact meaning of the text is quite unclear. The editing also leaves much to be desired. There are many repetitious and contradictory statements and the spelling throughout is bad.
This book will appeal most to those anaesthetists who are primarily interested in recent developments in the field of neuromuscular blockade and in the search for new muscle relaxants. It is however, unlikely to be of assistance to clinicians seeking to improve the standard of their anaesthetic practice. DAVlD 
